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2013 BOARD ELECTIONS
The following are STANDING FOR ELECTION for 2013-14. Bios for these candidates and a proxy statement follow.  Please complete the Proxy Statement below, and return to us as indicated below before the April 25, 2013 Annual Meeting at: maryjo.eyster@acrgny.org.
The following are the nominating Committee’s candidates for 2013-14. 

Denise Shaw, Esq.

President-Elect

James Rhodes, Esq.

Vice President, Strategic Planning
Rita Callahan 


Vice President, Membership
James Berger, Esq.

Director at Large
Gail Davis, Esq. 

Director at Large

Alex Yaroslavsky 

Director at Large
The following Board Members continue their terms; NOT up for re-election: 

Elizabeth Clemants 

President
Lisa Cohen, Esq.

Treasurer
Mary Jo Eyster, Esq. 

Secretary
Charles Newman, Esq. 
Director at Large
Jeff Thompson 

Director at Large
Sheila Sproule, J.D. 

Immediate Past President
Frank J. Scardilli, Esq. 
Honorary Life Time Board Member
CANDIDATE BIOS
Denise Shaw, Esq. is a certified mediator, arbitrator and attorney.  Actively involved with the New York Peace Institute (formerly Safe Horizon), she is a mentor in its Apprenticeship program and is a former member of its Mediation Advisory Board. She has developed a specialty in community mediation as well as workplace, commercial and family conflicts in the course of her private practice. She is a neutral for the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs and mediates many senior management workplace conflicts at several stations in the Northeast. Multi-party, high conflict, sensitive situations rooted in cultural, gender, and racial mistrust form the core of her interest and skill.

She is also an Arbitrator for the NY State, Part 137, Attorney-Client Fee Dispute Resolution Program and was a recent facilitator for the NY State Bar Association Commercial Mediation training. Ms. Shaw is a member of the Association for Conflict Resolution, Greater New York Chapter, serving as Co-chair of its Diversity and Youth Committee and also a member of the board of St. Christopher’s Inc., a special education residential treatment facility for children with learning and emotional disabilities. 

Denise is a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania and also a member of the New York and Pennsylvania bars.  She is President of The Shaw Group, which provides conflict resolution services for individuals, families, businesses and the public sector. As a lawyer and entrepreneur she heads New York Residential Real Estate a boutique real estate brokerage firm specializing in Harlem townhouses. Her prior legal experience includes stints with:  the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, the New York law firm, Trubin, Sillcocks, Edelman and Knapp and the Philadelphia firm, Mesirov, Gelman. She also worked in Paris at the International Herald Tribune as Assistant to the Publisher, and as Public Affairs Officer at LaGuardia Community College/CUNY.

James Rhodes, Esq. is an attorney admitted to practice in the States of New York and Texas. A litigator, arbitrator and mediator with extensive international and domestic experience, as well as experience as a business executive and house counsel, he has served as an arbitrator or mediator in commercial and investment disputes, particularly in the international sector. He specializes in high -conflict, complex disputes.  He is a former partner with Battle Fowler (now Paul Hastings LLP) and Coudert Brothers, where he was engaged in a litigation, arbitration and antitrust practice. While at Battle Fowler, he headed the firm’s Antitrust and International Trade practice groups. As a partner at Coudert Brothers, Jim was also the firm’s hiring partner for three years.  Earlier in his career, he was an associate at Simpson Thacher & Bartlett, and a prosecutor with the Antitrust Division in Washington, DC.   

In addition to his legal career, Jim has a business background. He served as counsel and principal in several investment firms which were involved in the acquisition and disposition of commercial real estate pro parties and privately-held companies. He is Chairman of S. Gumpert Co. of Canada, Ltd., a privately-held, Canadian food company. He is a Senior Advisor to PCG Equity, a San Francisco-based investment firm engaged in the acquisition of commercial real estate and oil and gas properties.
He specializes in high-conflict, complex disputes. In this regard, in the past five years he has served as Chairman, co-panelist or sole arbitrator in many commercial, investment and securities arbitrations conducted under the auspices of various institutions, including the ICC, the AAA, the ICDR, IICPR, FINRA and the EDNY. He also has over 40 years’ experience as counsel in international arbitrations. In addition, he has served as mediator in over forty commercial disputes, and is on the mediator panels for the AAA, ICDR, FINRA, EDNY, SDNY, the Commercial Division ADR Program of the Supreme Court of the State of New York, New York County, and for Civil, General Equity and Probate Cases, New Jersey Courts. 
Rita Callahan has over 18 years experience as a collaboration and conflict resolution professional providing conflict assessment, conflict analysis, mediation, training, facilitation, conflict coaching, consulting, program evaluation, and presentation services. For the last four years, she has worked at ConEdison in the company’s internal conflict resolution department providing collaboration and conflict resolution services to over 14,000 employees, designing an Integrated Conflict Management System to address systemic conflict and organizational issues, and institutionalizing conflict competence as an organizational value. 
Before ConEdison, she was an Independent Consultant in Georgia and then in New York since 2006. As a consultant, Rita mediated hundreds of cases, trained new mediators across the country, facilitated varied sessions, and consulted with organizations like TSA, US Department of Defense, BlueShield California, US Air Force, and Office of the Comptroller of the Currency. Rita is a Master Trainer of the Conflict Dynamics Profile at the Center for Conflict Dynamics at Eckerd College, she has a Master's Degree in Decision Science, and has been an ACR Advanced Practitioner in Workplace Mediation since 2003.

Rita served on the ACR Board from 2006-2009, she was the Co-Chair of the ACR Workplace Section 2002-2004, and she founded the ACR Georgia Chapter in 2002, served as Chapter President until 2004 and was on the Board until 2006. In addition, she served on Public Education and Mediation Certification task forces at ACR and was Co-Chair of the Associates Committee of the American Bar Association’s Dispute Resolution Section 2004-2005. She has been a member of the ACR Greater New York Chapter since 2007.

James E. Berger, Esq.  is a partner in the International Arbitration Practice group at King & Spalding LLP, where his practice focuses on litigation and arbitration of cross-border disputes, matters involving sovereigns and state-owned enterprises, and litigation in aid of arbitration.  He writes and speaks frequently on international dispute resolution and arbitration issues, and serves as co-editor of International Litigation Quarterly, a publication of the American Bar Association.  Prior to joining King & Spalding, Mr. Berger practiced at Paul Hastings LLP, where he was a member of the firm's Global Compliance and Disputes practice, served as General Counsel in the New York City Mayor's Office of City Legislative Affairs, and served as law clerk to the Hon. W. Thomas Rosemond, Jr., formerly of the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Illinois.  He received his B.A. from George Washington University, and his J.D. from Fordham University School of Law, where he served as Writing and Research Editor for the Fordham Urban Law Journal. 

He has significant expertise in matters arising under the Convention on Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral Awards, the Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act, and other statutes having particular application in international disputes. Mr. Berger is admitted to practice in New York and the District of Columbia. He is a member of the bars of the United States Supreme Court, the United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit, and the United States District Courts for the District of Columbia and the Southern, Eastern, and Western Districts of New York.  He is a member of the Litigation and International Law Sections of the American Bar Association, and currently represents the International Litigation and International Arbitration Committees on the Section of International Law’s Steering Committee.  

He is also a member of the International Law Committee of the Association of the Bar of the City of New York, where he serves as Chairman of the International Arbitration Subcommittee, and serves as a Director of the Association for Conflict Resolution of Greater New York. 

Mr. Berger writes and speaks regularly on international dispute resolution topics.  He has given numerous guest lectures on international commercial arbitration at Renmin University of China School of Law in Beijing, as a panelist at a forum on international practice sponsored by the Columbia Journal of Transnational Law, and as a presiding arbitrator in the Willem C. Vis International Moot Arbitration Competition in Hong Kong.
Gail Davis, Esq., President of Resolutions NY Inc., is a Mediator and Dispute Resolution Consultant with 24 years’ experience as a litigator, law clerk and mediator, having graduated Fordham Law School.  She has successfully mediated over 600 cases involving commercial, real estate, landlord tenant, employment, and relationship disputes resulting in settlements.  Additionally, she serves on the Mediation panels of the United States District Court - Eastern District New York, the New York County Supreme Court Commercial Division and Equal Employment Opportunity Commission. She also serves as an arbitrator in the Part 137 Attorney-Client Fee Dispute Arbitration Program of the First and Twelfth Judicial Districts and the New York City Civil Court. As the Coordinator of Dispute Resolution for the New York City Civil Courts for nine years, she developed mediation programs and taught, trained and acted as a mentor to many mediators.  In recognition of her work in New York City Housing Court, she received the Dispute Resolution Award. 

She currently serves as a Director of the Association of Conflict Resolution of Greater New York.  She has served on the Executive Board of the New York State Bar Association Dispute Resolution Section since 2008 as co-chair of the Membership Committee and currently as co-chair of CLE.  She has also served with the New York City Bar on the Cooperative and Condominium Committee as co-chair of their Cooperative and Condominium Mediation Project.  She has made presentations regarding mediation at various organizations including the annual conferences of the American Bar Association Section of Dispute Resolution (2002 & 2004) and the Association of Conflict Resolution of Greater New York.  She has lectured on conflict resolution at the International School of Diplomacy of Ignatius and Sophia Universities.  She helped organize the 9/11 Small Business Court Assistance Project, a mediation program in NYC Housing Court which promptly responded to the crisis facing lower Manhattan businesses and landlords, and she developed “Talk Can Work”, a CLE program panel discussion of judges, lawyers and mediators about mediation in recognition of Mediation Settlement Day.
Alex Yaroslavsky, MILR, NCM founded the Yaro Group, LLC in 2000. Alex has been a dispute resolution practitioner since 1994, specializing in organizational, multi-party and inter-cultural conflict.
Yaro Group offers coaching, training, facilitation, conflict analysis and electronic brainstorming services to clients including Citigroup, U.S. Trust, HSBC, Merrill Lynch and West LB.  Alex is a member of the FINRA arbitration and mediation panels, and the New York City's Civilian Complaint Review Board. He regularly trains and coaches new mediators.  He was the 2006 chair of the Mediation Advisory Board at Safe Horizon - a nonprofit agency dedicated to violence prevention. Alex also teaches Dispute Resolution at the John Jay College of Criminal Justice.


Prior to founding Yaro Group, Alex worked at Morgan Stanley from 1996 to 2000. His experience included a year-long assignment as a Human Resources generalist in the Tokyo office, as well as project manager in New York working on performance evaluation, compensation, training and technology deployment. In 1996 Alex worked at the Carter Presidential Center in Atlanta, GA. His role in the Conflict Resolution Group involved tracking political conflicts in Ireland, North Korea and Kashmir. Alex also coordinated an electronic brainstorming session on the Rwanda crisis.
After his internship Alex continued to work as an electronic brainstorming facilitator in New York and Texas. From 1991 to 1993 Alex worked at Accenture (Andersen Consulting). His clients included major firms in the investment banking and telecommunications industries. During his tenure Alex served as instructor at the firm's central training facility in St. Charles, IL.


In 2007, Alex completed the Coro post-graduate Leadership New York program in public policy. He also holds a Master's degree in Industrial & Labor Relations from Cornell University (1995) and a Bachelor's degree in Marketing and International Business from New York University's Stern School of Business (1991). Alex is a graduate of Brooklyn Technical High School (1987).

PROXY

 In submitting this form by email, please cut and paste the below and mail to: 
Mary Jo Eyster

maryjo.eyster@acrgny.org
To elect the entire slate listed above, mark an X here:  ________ 
(Otherwise, indicate Yes or No for individual candidates on page 1. and include in your email transmission.)  
I, ________________________ (Member Name), being a current member of ACR-GNY, submit my vote as indicated above.  I also appoint ACR-GNY Secretary Mary Jo Eyster to vote on my behalf should I not be present to vote in person at the Annual Meeting on April 25, 2013 or at any adjournment thereof.  I understand that I may vote in person and this form will be revoked upon my attendance at the Annual Meeting.  

If you have any questions, please call ACR-GNY at: (646) 580-9560 or email us at questions@acrgny.org.

ACR-GNY c/o Mary Jo Eyster, Secretary: (646) 580-9560

Email: maryjo.eyster@acrgny.org  On the Web:  www.acrgny.org
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